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believed in a restoration. Maurras had asked "is the coup de force
possible ?" All Europe was full of the answer "yes," but there were
no General Monks, only more or less plausible imitations of
Bonaparte. Inevitably the triumph of Fascism was an irresistible
temptation to Maurras to begin to make those compromises that led
him to treason. He was too intelligent to hide from himself that
Italian Fascism was Bonapartist m spirit, far from the Capetian
caution of the "forty kings who made France." But Mussolini
was an enemy of the principles of '89, of parliament, of the
freemasons, then of the Jews. He was also an enemy of France.
Maurras tried to evade this aspect of the Duce's policy by claiming
that he was no more Gallophobe than Cnspi or Nitti, and that, in
any case, he was an enemy of the decadent republican France, not
of real "Latin France." This was the kind of defence Maurras had
attacked when French republicans used it against French clericals
That the devotion of republicans to France was conditional on its
being their France was treason. But Maurras was well on the way
t to the " France mais" of Arthur Ranc before the birth of the Third
' Reich complicated his already difficult position.
On the one hand, there was the renascent danger of German
barbarism; on the other, the enemies of the new Chancellor were
Jews, intellectuals, liberals, the four confederate nations. Maurras
tried to escape by distinguishing between Fascism and Nazism
Part of the uncontrollable rage he felt at the alienation of the Duce
by the Abyssinian crisis arose not merely from his contempt for
"ideals," especially "Anglo-Saxon" ideals, but from the acuteness
of his personal stresses. It was difficult to separate the Duce from
the Fuhrer if he refused to be separated. The murderous attack on
Leon Blum, for which Maurras was sent to prison as instigator,
was proof of crisis. The Spanish War was another testing time.
That he should have been against the Spanish Republic was con-
sistent enough; the follies of Spanish republicanism had been an
old story with him since the restoration of 1873 had been held up as
an example to the French. But an authoritarian Spain, armed by
two hostile Powers on the flank of France, was that an unmixed
good ? And Maurras had not only to risk treason to the interests of
France, he had to commit treason to the traditions of the F6librigey
to rejoice m the most brutal of Castihan triumphs over that glorious
province of the langue d'oc, Catalonia*